<Your Church Name>
<Your Church Address>
<Anytown, USA 10001>
RISE and Fight Poverty: A Movement to Raise $100 Million

<Dear                    ,>
Rebates In Service of Everyone, or RISE, is a movement started to appeal to people in the US to donate all or part of their 2008 Economic Stimulus Act tax rebates to non-profit organizations they know and trust to serve the poor – whether in their communities, in the US, or abroad. 

The needs of the poor in the US and abroad are great and – by any measure – compelling.  For those of us who are blessed with financial security, education and good health, this is an extraordinary opportunity to help those who have none of these things by collectively donating our rebates.  Creating $100 million in new aid to the poor requires only 83,300 couples to donate their $1200 rebates – an extremely small percentage of the 130 million households that will receive a rebate!
In support of this effort, <our church name/congregation> will be <insert information here about how your church will be supporting this effort>.
Our request to you is simple:

· Please pray for the poor and for how God may be calling you to use the tax rebate money you will receive 

· If you believe you are being called, please donate your tax rebate 

· Join us in this effort: ask any service organizations to which you belong to take up this call and seek donations. Ask your friends, co-workers and families to prayerfully consider answering this call as well.  

· Volunteer: perhaps even better than donating all or part of your tax rebate, take a life-changing step and volunteer with an organization to serve the poor. <insert information here about current partnerships that your church is active with, either locally, nationally or globally> 

· Remember to ask your employer about matching your contribution. If you're not sure what organization to donate to, check www.rise08.org for suggestions.  As the website grows, it will be providing a growing list of organizations, as well as a means for people to suggest organizations that are dear to them.

$100 million IS EASILY within reach – and can enable great things!

Sincerely,

<Your Name Here>

P.S. And in case you were wondering “why?” you should consider this call, read on….

_____________________________________________

Why should you consider this call?

If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, 
how can the love of God be in him? - 1 John 3:17 (NIV)
As you may know, the federal Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 will provide $600 payments for middle-income taxpayers filing individually, $1,200 for joint filers and $300 for each child younger than 17.  For some of us, this money will provide welcome relief, and will help us to provide for our families or pay down our debts. But for others, the money is an unexpected bonus — a windfall that could easily be spent, but isn’t required to meet an immediate need.

But for millions of people – some we may see every day, and some we may never meet – there are very immediate needs!  Even a cursory investigation into the plight of the poor reveals astounding need, both here in our country and around the world: 1 in 6 children in the US live in poverty and 2.6 billion people around the world live on less than $2 per day.  Hundreds of millions of people worldwide lack food and clean water, and tens of millions of Americans lack access to adequate medical services.
If, somehow, this obvious need were not enough to call us to action, we should remember that God calls us to serve the poor in no uncertain terms.  The Bible is replete with verses, pleas and commands to feed, clothe, shelter and love those less fortunate than us. Pick up Proverbs and see for yourself just one of the many places in the Bible where God has made the poor a priority.

Your donation of money – or time – can make an incredible difference!  Non-profit organizations like World Vision (http://donate.wvus.org) can use your donation to provide critical supplies and resources worth many times that actual amount that you give.  For example, a donation of $500 can be used to obtain $6,500 in supplies!
Consider the need.  Consider the call.  And RISE with us to fight poverty!
